
Travel Gear: Portable video baby monitor good for parents on the road 

April 19, 2012. 8:34 am • Section: Travel   

 

Posted by:  

Mark Stachiew 

A new, ultra-compact baby monitor is the perfect device for new parents travelling with small 

children who don’t want to keep them out of their sight for a single moment. 

The device is the Lorex LIVE View video baby monitor. It consists of a small video camera 

which is roughly the size and shape of a smartphone and a portable monitor which is about the 

same size. 

The camera sits on a metal bracket which can be temporarily located on a shelf or other flat 

surface. For home use, it can be more permanently affixed. It has an infrared light which allows 

it to operate in the dark so you can watch your child while he or she sleeps. 

The monitor comes with a stand that doubles as a belt clip so you could easily bring it with you 

as you move around. The camera and monitor each have speakers and microphones so not only 

can you watch your child, but you can also listen to him and even talk back. 
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Lorex is positioning this item as good for vacationers, but I think that may only be true in certain 

scenarios. For example, if you are in a vacation rental home, a large hotel suite or staying in 

someone else’s house, then the monitor would be useful. 

If you are sharing the same hotel room, then you certainly don’t need a monitor to tell you when 

your baby is crying. I certainly have some first-hand experience on that front. 

However, you could use it if you are moving around the hotel and want to leave your child 

unattended for a while, but keep in mind the transmission range is limited. If you are outside, the 

range is 450 feet. Inside, it’s only 150 feet so you may not be able to escape to the pool or 

workout room if it’s 10 storeys away. 

I’m not sure if leaving your child alone in a hotel room will get you membership in the “bad 

parent” club. I’ll leave that to others to debate. 

The camera is easy enough to operate. Simply stand it up, plug it in and point it in the direction 

of whatever it is you want to watch. 

The monitor takes a bit more practice, but is fairly easy to use once you’ve consulted the well-

written manual. There is a large button below the screen surrounded by four arrow buttons which 

let you control the device. 

The monitor’s interface actually has four other buttons on the faceplate, but they don’t look like 

buttons because they are presented as black text on the device’s white surface. 

Even if you never take the Lorex LIVE View video baby monitor with you on the road, I think it 

would be a decent device for home use for parents who want to keep an eye on their little ones in 

different parts of the house. 

The suggested retail price of the video baby monitor is $159.99. Unfortunately, it is not yet 

available for sale in Canada, but will be soon. For legal reasons, Lorex can’t divulge who their 

Canadian retailers will be. For now, you can find out more about the product on Lorex’s own 

website:  http://lorexstore.lorextechnology.com/product.aspx?id=2289&nav=0 

PROS: Very portable, easy to operate. 

CONS: Monitor and camera use different wall charging units which leads to some confusion. 

The buttons to operate the monitor aren’t immediately obvious. 

A test unit of this product was provided  by the manufacturer for this review. 

Follow me on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/MarkStachiew 

Canada.com – Mark Stachiew is working on a travel gadget round up and asked for 

information on the Lorex LIVE View. He covered on Thursday, April 19th: 
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